146.   LETTER TO M. CHAMMY1

[JOHANNESBURG,]
May 23, 1908

[M. CHAMNEY, ESQ,.
REGISTRAR OF ASIATICS
PRETORIA]

SIR,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. E/2698/7 of the 22nd instant with reference to the introduction of
minors. If you will be good enough to let me have the names of the
persons who have introduced minors, my Association will make careful
inquiry and assist the Government to the utmost. But I respectfully
beg to point out that in so far as the British Indian community is con-
cerned and in so far as the Asiatic Act quoted by you is concerned, in
view of the fact that the part of the compact between the Government
and the British Indian community that was applicable to the latter
has been fulfilled, the Act is considered a dead letter and the British
Indian community will consider it a breach of the compromise if the
Act is enforced. This does not mean that my Association wishes to
encourage the entry of Asiatic minors who may have no right whatso-
ever to be in the country. All that my Association respectfully submits
is that Act 2 of 1907 cannot operate on the British Indian community,
but that a new Act of a general character should cover attempts of the
nature described in your letter.

[Essop ISMAIL MIA.]

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908

1 Published in Indian Opinion under the title "The Registration Act Again:
Prompt Repudiation9*. This was presumably drafted by Gandhiji.